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ur second annual An Evening by the Sea event was attended by 
friends and families of our deserving award recipients who were:
  Joe and Wini Amaturo – The Amaturo Foundation,  
 Community Lifetime Achievement Award

 Linda Carter – Community Foundation of Broward,  
 Community Leadership Award
 Tyler Chappell – The Chappell Group, 
 Bring Birch Back Award
 Ken Evans – Camp Live Oak, Children’s Champion Award

O

Friends’ Birdies for Birch a Blast 
Friends’ first-ever golf tournament, Birdies 
for Birch, drew a fun crowd of 90 enthusiastic 
golfers. Our thanks to presenting sponsor 
Florida Community Bank as well as sponsors, 
Ellis Diversified, GrayRobinson, Boatyard, 
Resolve Marine, Tom Kripps Construction 
and Botek Thurlow Engineering. 

The setting was the tented lawn of Terramar over-
looking the ocean.  The evening consisted of a live 
and silent auction and fun music by The Mari Bell 
Trio. Thanks go to our sponsors especially Daoud’s 
Fine Jewelry and Gordon Latz, our stellar auctioneer.  
All funds raised go toward Friends and park projects.

Top: Douglas, Wini and Joe Amaturo; From left: 
Tyler, Catherine and Sarah Chappell; Ken Evans with
Beatrice Miniaci, Linda and Michael Carter.

Winning foursome: Ara Tokatlian, Joe Grey, 
Will Block, and John Powers

First place from left: Lois Schmatz, Pamela 
Baynes, Carrie Bolf and Lisa Kitei

Presenting sponsor Florida Community 
Bank’s Douglas Roberts, Tournament 
co-chairs Tyler Chappell and Steve 
Tilbrook and Friends’ board President 
Jim Ellis.

Our two live auction items: a weekend at the 
Elks Youth Camp and a two-hour cocktail 
cruise on the Water Taxi for 100 people were 
a hit! Thank you to Tyler Chappell and Steve 
Tilbrook for chairing the tournament, to our 
hard-working committee and Rangers Mark 
and Falon and their live animal show!







Flying High Over Birch State Park: Fort Lauderdale Air Show 
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On May 6 and 7, Hugh Taylor Birch State Park hosted the 
Ford Lauderdale Air Show both in the park and on the 
beach. The weather was outstanding with clear skies and 
cool temperatures. Thousands enjoyed the show both 
days but on Saturday, Friends of Birch State Park hosted 
special fans and friends on the lawn of Terramar. 

Top Left:  Jeannie and Steve Hudson, Ginny Miller and son Whit Hudson,   
Bottom Left: Olya Salehi, Park Manager Jennifer Roberts and Jim Ellis, 
Top right: Doug Coolman, Dorothy Harden, Michael Weymouth, John 
Ropes, Jodi Weymouth and daughter Paige, Bottom Right: Tom and Ginny 
Miller, Jim Ellis, Gale Butler, Traci Martineau and husband Troy.
________________.

Left to right: Bill Gordon, Jennifer Merry, Val Hinkel, Jim Ellis, 
Wayne Huizenga and Gale Butler

Wayne Huizenga Tours Park
n a breezy but sunny day, Wayne Huizenga, Fort Lauderdale 
icon, businessman and philanthropist toured Hugh Taylor 
Birch State Park for the first time in many years, since 
he and his late wife, Marti, brought the children here for 

picnics. The Huizenga’s have been strong supporters of the 
mission of the Friends of Birch State Park and have funded the 
meditation garden project which begins in June 2017.

O
UPCOMING EVENTS:
A Garden Party:  October 25, 2017
Light Up Birch:   December 7, 2017
An Evening by the Sea:  January 19, 2018
Birdies for Birch:  April 26, 2018


